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Let the A

by Paul Bickford
Northern News Services

After years of planning
and work, the 2018 South
Slave Arctic Winter Games
officially kicked off with a
flashy opening ceremony on
March 18 in the brand-new
recreation centre in Hay River.

Close to 1,900 athletes
from across the circumpolar
world gathered in Hay River
for the opening ceremonies,
including about 800 compet-
ing in Fort Smith who were
bussed in just for the event
and returned after it was over.

Nine teams — from Canada,
Alaska, Scandinavia, Green-
land and Russia — marched
in one-by-one to the cheers
of Hay River residents and
fellow competitors.

At the end of the cere-
mony, Jens Brinch, the presi-
dent of the Arctic Winter
Games International Commit-
tee, declared the 2018 games
officially open.

"To all the athletes and
participants, 1 say do your
best in the competitions and
performances,” he said.

On behalf of the Arctic
Winter Games International
Committee, Brinch also
thanked the people who
worked to make the games
possible — volunteers, spon-
sors and members of host
society.

Prior to the declaration to
open the games, there was a
fast-moving ceremony featur-
ing music, dancing and num-
erous inspirational messages.

Greg Rowe, the president
of the 2018 South Slave Arctic

rctic Winter G

Arctic Winter Games launched with ceremony in Hay River

Winter Games Host Society,
recalled the region's failed
attempt to obtain the games
for 2008.

"With renewed vision and
a lot of determination we bid
on the 2018 games, and here
we are today," he said.

Rowe also especially
thanked the Town of Hay
River and its recreation board
for its support, and the town's
construction of its new recrea-
tion centre which opened just
days before the games began.

"This spectacular facility
is one of our greatest legacies
of the games," he said.

In a video message, Pre-
mier Bob McLeod noted that
Hay River and Pine Point
had hosted the Arctic Winter
Games in 1978.

"Now 40 years later the
games are back in the South
Slave region where I know the
communities of Hay River,
Fort Smith and K'atlodeeche
First Nation will serve as tre-
mendous hosts and show all
that this region has to offer,"
he said.

McLeod challenged the
athletes to use the games to
help develop their characters,
and become more confident,
responsible individuals and
leaders in their communities.

"To Team NWT athletes,
you are our ambassadors. Rep-
resent your team and our ter-
ritory with honour and pride,"
he said, adding they should do
their best and always compete
with fairness and integrity.

Welcome messages were
also played from Mayor Brad
Mapes of Hay River, Mayor

Lynn Napier-Buckley of Fort
Smith, Chief Roy Fabian of
K'atlodeeche First Nation and
Kristy Duncan, the federal
minister of Sport and Persons
with Disabilities.

Hay River's Olympic biath-
lete Brendan Green also sent
a message — recorded at the

201

Winter Olympics in Pyeong-
Chang, South Korea — wel-
coming the athletes to his
hometown.

"I'm proud to say that
I'm an Arctic Winter Games
alumnus,” he said. "For me,
it led to a career in sport
as well as three Winter

il 0 k.

8 Arctic Wit

Olympic Games."

The late Pat Bobinski, a
Hay River volunteer who was
instrumental in developing the
sport of biathlon in the NWT
and a long-time member of the
Arctic Winter Games family,
was also honoured with a spe-
cial tribute.

T
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ames begin

TJ Kaskamin of Fort Good
Hope carries the NWT flag
into the March 18 open-
ing ceremony in Hay River
for the 2018 South Slave
Arctic Winter Games.

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

The entertainment for
the evening included the
Hay River Filipino March-
ing Band, The JBT Jiggers
from Fort Smith's Joseph Burr
Tyrrell School, the Tuktoyak-
tuk Siglit Drummers and
Dancers, and the K'atlodeeche
Drummers.
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After the lighting of the Hay River cauldron for the 2018 South Slave Arctic Winter Games, four youngsters, left to rlght lehlm Klplmg, Emrys Kipling, Carlyn
Monkman and Annalee Monkman gathered for a photo.
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Arctic Winter Games flame lit

-
Numerous people, including many families, posed
for pictures with the cauldron for the 2018 South
Slave Arctic Winter Games. One of the families
consisted of, left to right, Emiliana Poitras-Dewar,
David Dewar, Emmanuelle Poitras-Dewar, Emmy-
lou Poitras-Dewar and Sarah Poitras-Dewar.

Mayor Brad Mapes oversaw the lighting n March

At the lighting of the
Hay River cauldron

for 2018 South Slave
Arctic Winter Games
were its builders, left to
right, Jason Coakwell
of Aurora Manufactur-
ing; Shawn Demarcke,
a gasfitter with Stittco

of Aurora Manufactur-
ing; and Riley Boden of
Aurora Manufacturing.

16 of the Hay River cauldron for the 2018 South

Slave Arctic Winter Games.

CEREMONY
Feature

by Paul Bickford

Northern News Services

The flame for the Arctic Winter Games was
lit on March 16.

Actually, there were two flames — one in
Hay River and the other in Fort Smith.

The cauldrons were designed as two identi-
cal halves of one united flame, representing the
two communities co-hosting the international
sporting event from March 18 to March 24.

In Hay River, a crowd gathered to see a
cauldron — the left side of the flame — lit next
to the fire hall.

Mayor Brad Mapes officiated at the light-
ing of the cauldron, which stands over three
metres high.

The ceremony was organized by Peter
Magill, the tourism and economic develop-
ment co-ordinator with the Town of Hay River.

Magill said the flame will burn for the dur-
ation of the Arctic Winter Games.

“And then these two cauldrons will be left
behind as a legacy piece for the two commun-
ities,” he said, adding it will be a reminder of
the 2018 games like the inukshuk is a reminder
of the 1978 games co-hosted by Hay River and
Pine Point.

At the same time as the lighting of the
cauldron in Hay River, Fort Smith Mayor Lynn
Napier-Buckley was overseeing the lighting of
the cauldron in her community.

os” T

Marie-Eve Larocque, the social media chair for the 2018 South Slave AWG, takes a photo at the lighting
of the Hay River cauldron for the games.
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For northern
hospitality,

two hotels stand

above the rest.
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At the Explorer Hotel in Yellowknife,
enjoy the largest hotel in Canada’s Arctic
with 187 rooms, a 350 person conference
centre and innovative cuisine.

1.800.661.0892 | ExplorerHotel.ca

N

FROBISHER INN

Experience unparalleled service

in the 95 room Frobisher Inn and enjoy
Igaluit’s finest restaurant, conference
centre and newly opened fitness centre.

1.877.422.9422 | Frobisherlnn.com
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Yamal figure skating
coach Alfia Babenko
supervises her skaters
during scheduled free
time on Sunday after-
noon before heading
to Hay River for the
opening ceremonies.

Paul Bannister/NNSL photo
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Volleyball to debut at new curling club

Dylan Short/NNSL photo

Taylor McDonald looks to beat the block during a Team Alberta North practice. The Hay River Curling Club is set to serve as the venue for volleyball at the Arctic

Winter Games.

by Dylan Short

Northern News Services

The Hay River Curl-
ing Club is set to open this
week as it hosts the junior
men and women’s volleyball

New venue described as ‘a little cold,” but ‘amazing’

tournaments.

Volleyball will be the first
sport played in the newly-
constructed, curling-specific
facility, within the brand
new Hay River Recreation

Centre.

While many feel it would
have been ideal to open with
curling in the new curling
club, Fort Smithis hosting that
sport.

“The curlers were a little
upset,” said volleyball chair
Steve Campbell, “but they
understand that although
Hay River would love to
host every event, Fort Smith

also has a really beautiful
venue.”

While some curlers may
have been hesitant to give up
their facility to a new sport,
some athletes and coaches

new to town say the venue
is already providing a great
atmosphere.

Team Alberta North’s

Please see page 8
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When they get to play,

Welcome to the
2018

.

everyone wins.

For many young adults, their Someday® is the
chance to get out and compete. We believe in
giving youth in communities across Canada

the opportunity to play and compete in their
sport of choice. Together with the 2018 Arctic
Winter Games, we’re helping to build a nation of
talented, young athletes.

Let’s Make Someday Happen. I\Q\BC A

® /™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada.

Arctic Winter Games
Hay River, NWT
Canada
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'I’'m really excited to be playing in
the same venue that the food is in’'

Continued from page 7

junior female volleyball squad practised Sunday morning to
the beat of DMX and the Black Eyed Peas in front of close
to 50 spectators.

“It’s amazing!” Erin Henning, the team’s coach, said of the
building. “We didn’t know how they were going to set it up,
so it’s better than we expected.”

Campbell said that while athletes, coaches and spectators

are already enjoying the venue, the space is a little more
cramped than a standard court. Normally, there are three
metres of free space on either side of the court’s boundaries,
but AWG athletes will only have two metres to work with
this year.

But for those that have already practised on the court,
the challenges of the new venue haven’t put a damper on the
excitement.

“It’s not really bothering me that much,” said Stephanie

Miller, outside hitter for Team Alberta North’s junior female
volleyball team. “It’s a little cold but I think that it will be
nice when we’re playing.”

Miller also mentioned some upside.

“I'm really excited to be playing in the same venue that the
food is in,” she said.

The first game in the new club will see the Team North-
west Territories play Team Yukon on the men’s side on Mon-
day at 9 a.m.

ATCO
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SOUTH SLAVE 2018 ¢@\
%’3 ARCTIC WINTER CAMES &’

COMMITTED TO CANADA'S NORTH SINCE 1901

We're honoured to continue our Legacy Sponsorship of
the 2018 Arctic Winter Games.

Celebrating and investing in the people, culture and
promise of Canada’s Northern Communities.
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24 souisiavezos @ I AWG2018 SPORT SCHEDULE

DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3 DAY & DAY 5 DAY 6 DAY 7
SUMDAY, MARCH 18 MONDAY, MARCH 19 TUESDAY, MARCH 20 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21 THURSDAY, MARCH 22 FRIDAY. MARCH 23 SATURDAY, MARCH 24
START FINISH m START FINISH m START | FINISH mm START FINISH
BADMINTON 9:00 18:00 | 9:00 18:00 | 9:00 18:00 | 9:00 18:00 9:00 - 9:00 14:00"
BIATHLON SKi 15:30* | 13:30 15:30* . WEATHER DAY . 1230 15:30° 13:30 | WEATHER DAY
Sppiodmpieid 11:30° 930 | 11:30° WEATHER DAY 930 | 11:30° 9:30 WEATHER DAY
DEME GAMES 17:00* | 10:00 17:00* | 10:00 17:00* | 10:00 17:30" 10:00 | 17.00" WEATHER DAY
DOG MUSHING 14:00* | 11:00 14:00* . TRAIL MAINTENANCE . 10:00 13:00* WEATHER DAY WEATHER DAY
FUTSAL 8:00 21:00 8:00 21:00 8:00 20:00 8:00 21:00 8:00 13:00*
GYMMNASTICS . 11:00 15:00* | | 15:00*
HOCKEY (MALE) %00 21:00 | 9:00 21:00 | 9:00 21:00 21:00"
SNOWSHOE WEATHER DAY | 8:30 14:00* | WEATHER DAY : 1:20* WEATHER DAY
VOLLEYBALL 9:00 20:00 9:00 21:30 9:00 20:00 930 13:30*
WRESTLING 16:00 20.00° 10:00 14:00*
START FINISH START FINISH m START FINISH mm START FINISH
ARCTIC SPORTS OPEN PRACTICE 9:30 19:00" 2:30 19:00" 9:30 18:00 : 18:00*
BASKETBALL 10:00 20:00 10:00 20:00 10:00 20:00 : 21:00*
CROSS COUNTRY WEATHER DAY 10:00 13.00* 10:00 14:00*
CURLING 830 21:30 8:30 22:30 8:00 2Z2:30"
FIGURE SKATING 14:30° 1430 15:30* SHOWS
HOCKEY (FEMALE) 21:00 16:00 20:00 16:00 20:00*
SNOWBOARDING 15:30° 10:00 15:30° WEATHER DAY
SPEEDSKATING 8:00 14:00" 8:00 14:00
TABLE TENMIS 9:00 19:00 9:00 16:30*

* Medal Event
- This Schedule is subject to change. Please check wwweawg2018.org for up to date information,
- Detailed sport specific schedules can be found at awg2018 gems.pro

(@3{@ PRIVATE WEALTH CIBC WOOD GUNDY
/‘ MANAGEMENT ROULEAU INVESTMENT GROUP

PROUD SPONSORS OF THE
2018 ARCTIC WINTER GAMES.

Sometimes you need an assist to achieve your goal.

Find out how we can make it happen.

Lyle Rouleau

First-Vice President, Portfolio Manager
Investment Advisor

780 429-8956 | lyle.rouleau@cibc.ca
www.cibcwg.com/web/lyle-rouleau/home

B, o o ABCTIG
- SILVER
250 SBUTHSCAVE 3018 @ e

Paul Bannister/NNSL photo

GREENLAND BUSES TO HAY RIVER CIBC Private Wealth Management consists of services provided by CIBC and certain
. . gf its subsidiaries, including CIBC Wgod Gundy, a division of CIBC World Markets Inc
Team Greenland took one of 20 buses that shuttled athletes from Fort Smith to Hay River for the AWG CIBC Private Wealth Management |5 @ registered trademark of C1BC, used under

license. "Wood Gundy" is a registered trademark of CIBC World Markets Inc. If you

Opening ceremonies on Sunday. are currently a CIBC Wood Gundy client, please contact your Investment Advisor.
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Meet Kechi,

the AWG
mascot

Snowy owl! set to spread
cheer throughout the Games

by Dylan Short

Northern News Services

Kechi, the snowy owl

mascot for the 2018 Arctic

Winter Games, says her goals

for the Games are to extend

positive energy and to make

sure that everyone feels com-
fortable.

“I want to spread cheer, to
show comfort to people that
are nervous and uncomfort-
able in their new environ-
ment,” says Kechi.

Kechi — pronounced Kee-
chee — is the Cree word for
power. The snowy owl was
selected as the official mas-
cot by the AWG 2018 Host
Society board after a call to
the public prompted feedback
from 80 people.

“The owl was chosen to
represent wisdom, the over-
seer, the wise one,” says
Joanne Fuller, director of the
2018 host society. “The owl
sees all.”

Kechi is an 1l-year-old

female owl, as 11 is a master
number, according the host
society.

“It is instinctual, charis-
matic, dynamic and capable
when its sights are set on
a concrete goal. It is also
associated with faith, psych-
ics, and strength,” the offi-
cial AWG website states in
regards to the dynamic num-
eral.

For those wanting to meet
Kechi, the owl says that best
way to find her is to attend as
many events throughout the
week as possible. The best
way to make an impression
on this snowy owl is to offer
a high five, she reveals.

The mascot will be
accompanied this week by
her spirit squad, who will be
teaching as many spectators
as possible the Kechi dance.
Those choreographed moves
were to be debuted at the
opening ceremonies on Sun-
day evening.

©ORESPECT
OINTEGRITY

De Beers

GRouP OF COMPANIES

ODIVERSITY G EXCELLENCE
CINCLUSIVITY € PARTNERSHIP
€ DEDICATION
© INNOVATION

BRILLIANCE
HAS MANY FACETS

Congratulations to the athletes, coaches,
volunteers and organizers of the 2018 South
Slave Arctic Winter Games.

WWW.DEBEERSGROUP.COM/CANADA \G@DEBEERSCANADA | 15} @DEBEERSCANADAOFFICIAL

the Cree word for power.

PLATIMLIM
SPONSOR

NNSL file photo

Kechi the snowy owl is the official mascot for the 2018 Arctic Winter Games. Her name is derived from

Wesclean

NORTHERN SALES LTD.

We hope you all have a
wonderful time at the

2018 Arctic
Winter Games/!

Nobody knows flooring like we do.

~loorsFirst k

CANADA

We are an authorized FloorsFirst ™
Canada flooring retailer with years
of professional service and
installation in and around the
Hay River and Yellowknife area!
We will be here for you before, during
and after the sale.

Try it once, and you will never
use any other paint brand again.

Benjamin Moore-
Paints

We provide colour and design expertise
that will help you create beautiful interiors
and exteriors—and get insights on the best
Benjamin Moore product for your specific

project.

Providing a better line
of products throughout
the north.

The perfect window treatment should
do more than just cover a window.

HunterDouglas &% Gallery

Innovation, Child Safety, Energy Efficiency,
Light Control and Privacy

(867) 875-5100

15 Industrial Dr, Hay River, NT XOE OR6
8 Ellesmere Dr. Yellowknife, NT X1A OE8

Wesclean Northern Sales
Hay River and Yellowknife
is your NWT source for
Janitorial and Industrial
Supplies, Flooring, Paint
and Home Décor!
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Another large contingent for Alberta North

Close to 240
members
head to NWT
for 2018
Arctic Winter
Games

by James McCarthy
Northern News Services

Apart from the NWT,
Team Alberta North had the
least ground to cover to get
to the 2018 Arctic Winter
Games.

After all, everyone who's
part of the team is North of
the 55th parallel.

Alberta North has come
with a total of 239 athletes,
coaches, mission staff and
cultural participants, and
they are set to go.

Jerry George is back as
the team's chef de mission, a
position he's occupied since
2012, and he said the excite-
ment has been building for
quite some time.

"We had our big staging
event back in February where
the uniforms were handed
out," he said. "I think the ath-
letes realized then that this
isn't just your run-of-the-mill
tournament. It's a big event
and I think they understood
that."

The team was assembled
between November 2017 and
this past January, and George
said the provincial sport bod-
ies did most of the legwork in
getting things organized. Ron WasinArcic Winer Games pho

Team Alberta North's Mercedez Batke meets up with opposing goaltender Ayesha Barlas, of the NWT, during action at the 2016 Arctic
Winter Games girls hockey tournament.

Please see page 12

The Biggest Variety in the North!

Aot YOU’RE ALWAYS FIRST

sports, events

and more! WITH CANADIAN NORTH.

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE 2018 ARCTIC WINTER GAMES.

. )

‘m. JEUX D'HIVER DE UARCTIQUE
j‘i& SOUTH SLAVE 2018 |E.?u';£ CANADIAN NORTH
—— AIRLIMNES
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'We have athletes and
communities'

coaches from 36

Continued from page 11

"We work with the gov-
erning bodies in the province
and they designate when their
trials are going to happen," he
said. "We tried to co-ordinate
schedules so there wasn't too
much of an impact to club
teams."

Unlike the NWT and

Yukon, Alberta North hasn't
sent a full delegation. They
will compete in 14 sports and
some of those sports won't
have full representation.

"We don't have any teams
in dog mushing and no basket-
ball teams," said George.
"When the Games aren't in
Alberta, we don't send a full
contingent like others. We are

in most sports but we aren't
sending a full complement.”
Some examples of that are
in futsal, where there's just a
junior boys and junior girls
team, and in hockey, which
has no Alberta North midget
boys team. They've also sent
just 11 cross-country skiers,
even though the maximum a
team can have is 18.

""It's a big
event and 1
think they
understood
that."

Jerry George

N NorthwesTel | &5 €

Legacy Sponsor | 2018 Arctic Winter Games

Cheer on
the Games.

Share the spirit of the Arctic Winter Games.
Northwestel is proud and excited to support
our many athletes and organizers, building
a lasting legacy for the people and the
communities of the North.

3

"If we're hosting the
Games, we will have a full
contingent," said George.
"The capacity in some of our
Northern communities just
isn't there so we try and put
together a list and group that's
manageable."

A large majority of the
team comes from the major
centres in the area — Grande

Prairie and Fort McMurray
— but those aren't the only
communities represented,
said George.

"We have athletes and
coaches from 36 commun-
ities in total represented on
this year's team," he said. "It's
not just the big cities and
that's something we're very
proud of."

CELEBRATE | COMMEMORATE | PARTICIPATE

Visit nwtel.ca/AWG2018 for more information.
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Speed skating kicks oftf Games in Smith
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Cody Punter/NNSL photo

Anders John-Eric Petersson (Yukon) leads the pack, followed by Miles Brewster (Nunavut) and Rudi James Slagter (Northwest Territories) during the juvenile male
speed skating semifinal on Sunday morning in Fort Smith.

Medal rounds
will begin today

by Cody Punter
Northern News Services

Short-track speed skating
was the first event to kick off
the Arctic Winter Games in
Fort Smith on Sunday mor-
ning.

Preliminary 1,000-metre
heats were held for both male
and females in the juvenile and
junior categories.

Alberta North’s Teneea
Schoorlemmer set a blistering
pace in her heat qualifying for
the junior female semifinals
with a time of 1:49.08, more
than five seconds faster than
her closest competitor.

There will be a total of 10
competitors vying for a spot in
the junior female final during
the semis on Monday with four
from the Northwest Territories,
three from Alberta North, two
from Nunavut and one from
the Yukon set to compete.

The Northwest Territor-
ies” Dalton McLeod narrowly
managed the fastest time in
the 1,000-metre junior male
category. He clocked in at
1:39.81 with a handful of skat-
ers behind him by just a few
seconds. McLeod will join 13
other skaters from the NWT,

Alaska, Alberta North, the
Yukon and Nunavut in the
semifinals for what appears to
be a tightly contested Monday
morning.

The juvenile female 1,000-
metre race saw competition
in both the preliminaries and
semis wrapping up on Sunday.
Nunavut’s Emma Carpenter
had the fastest time in the
preliminary heats, clocking in
at 1:55.28. The semis saw the
Yukon’s Lisa Megan Freeman
posting a time of 1:56.59, just
three hundredths of a second
quicker than Carpenter’s
second heat performance of
1:56.62, setting up an exciting
showdown on Monday.

In the juvenile male heats
it was two brothers from the
Yukon who positioned them-
selves as favourites for the
gold. After advancing to the
semifinals, Lucas Taggart-Cox
and Caius Taggart-Cox posted
times of 1:46.65 and 1:47.03,
respectively, more than five
seconds faster than the other
skaters.

The finals for all 1,000-
metre short-track races are
scheduled to get underway
today.

Hay River I'Y

A proud PLATINUM sponsor of the

2018 Arctic Winter Games

and other community events!

(V\[QQC»(IWW all athletes, guests, and spectators
GOEDIIYCKSTIOYALINPARTEPANTS

OGQQQy (’WM’(L 938 Mackenzie Highway

(867) 875-4888

and GPMGA
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Yukon
athlete
looks

to break
record

Matt Jacobson will perform
the one-hand reach
in front of NWT family
on Monday night

by Cody Punter
Northern News Services

After tying the Arctic
Winter Games record for the
one-hand reach in Greenland
in 2016, the first thing Matt
Jacobson did was go back to
the dorm to see if he could
best his result.

During the competition

height of five feet, six inches. |
But without the pressure of |

competition he was able to
add an inch to his tally.

“He’s been pumped ever
since he set that record to go
higher,” said Colin Hickman,
Arctic sports coach for the
Yukon.

As he attempts to break

Please see page 17

| Matt Jacobson prac-

tises the one-hand
reach at the Fort
Smith recreation
centre during a train-
ing day for the 2018
Arctic Winter Games.
Jacobson, who tied
the AWG record in
the one-hand reach
in 2016, is hoping he
can break the all-time
best mark in front of
family in Fort Smith.

Cody Punter/NNSL photo

Jacobson was able to reach a

7 FirstAir
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Proudly serving Canada’s Arctic skies since 1946.

Reservations: 1-800-267-1247 or visit firstair.ca
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No passports, fewer issues

Team Nunavut fields big
squad for Arctic Winter
Games

by James McCarthy
Northern News Services

Seems it’s always easier
when you’re competing in
your own country when it
comes to preparation.

That’s how it’s gone for
Team Nunavut as it gets set
for the 2018 Arctic Winter
Games.

Mariele dePeuter, in charge
of the team once again as the
chef de mission, said every-
thing was smooth in the days
leading up to the start of the
Games.

“We'’re at the point where
it’s just the small details that
need finalizing,” she said.
“The big help this year is no
passports, which makes our
jobs a lot easier.”

Team Nunavut will number
246 people from 19 communi-
ties. That total includes ath-
letes, coaches, mission staff
and the cultural delegation,
which will be the Inuksuk
Drum Dancers from Iqgaluit.

The athletes will be com-

peting in 13 sports over the
course of the six-day event,
while the cultural delegation
will have its big show in Fort
Smith on March 23.

Most of the territorial trials
took place a year in advance
with some teams finalizing
their rosters in recent weeks
but dePeuter said there were
some welcome bumps in a
couple of sports.

“Arctic sports and Dene
games is where we saw more
participants, and that goes
back to the passport issue,”’
she said.

Athletes in various disci-
plines got together in some
fashion before the Games
began and that was thanks to
the school break in February,
she added.

“A lot of sports took advan-
tage of that break to have
camps or get together and
work on team building,” she
said.

Please see page 16
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Noah Qaunaq of Arctic Bay practises the snowsnake during the Dene games trials in Arctic Bay in January. Qaunaq will be competing in the open men’s division.
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Nunavut’s Arctic Winter Games uniform was officially unveiled at the legislature in Iqaluit on March 8. The
models are, from left, Tivi Ipeelie-Qiatsuk Jr., Alassua Hanson, Anna Lambe and Samprass Okah.

RioTinto

"They all have
their own goals

Yukon and NWT just like one 'big family',
says athlete who has lived in both

Continued from page 15

The athletes caught their
planes at hubs around the ter-
ritory with most of the team
sports travelling together on
flights to Hay River. Oth-
ers will come in bunches
but dePeuter will be there to
meet them when they hit the
ground.

“The mission staff will
help out at the hubs and will
be flying in with the teams,”
she said.

What the Nunavut uniform
looked like was a closely-
guarded secret until March
8, when the official uniform
and pin set was unveiled at
the legislature. Athletes Anna
Lambe, Tivi Ipeelie-Qiatsuk
Jr., and Samprass Okah pre-
sented Premier Paul Quassa
and Lorne Kusugak, minister

that they’re
going for'

of Community and Govern-
ment Services, with the first
uniforms and pin sets.

Before the unveling, dePeu-
ter was rather coy about what
the uniform would look like
but did give a hint.

“It will be bright,” she said
in advance. “That’s all I'm
saying.”

As for the prediction game,
dePeuter preferred to leave all
of the expectations, hopes and
dreams to the respective are-
nas and playing fields.

“They all have their own
goals that they’re going for,”
she said of Nunavut’s athletes.
“A lot of groups re-evaluated
their methods after the 2016
AWG so I'm curious to see
how they’ve done. I do know
they’ve put a lot of work and
development into their coach-
es and athletes.”

Continued from page 14

the record in Fort Smith, Jacobson
will be probably be getting a little
more support from the hometown
crowd than he did in Greenland.
Although he is competing for the
Yukon, Jacobson’s father — former
Nunakput MLA Jackie Jacobson —
is from Tuktoyaktuk and his mother

is from Fort Smith.

“Ijust have so many family mem-
bers here it’s crazy,” said Jacobson,
adding that two of his sisters will
also be competing at this year’s
Games.

The 22-year-old moved to the
Yukon at age 16 and will represent
the territory for the third time at the
2018 Games. Jacobson said he tried

out for Team NWT before moving
to the Yukon but he was never able
to qualify.

He said he doesn’t care which
territory he represents because his
focus is on competing.

“Growing up here and growing
up in the Yukon it’s all just like a big
family,” he said

The person he currently shares

For parts, service,
sales or rentals, contact
867-669-0738
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Proud Sponsor of the

2018 South Slave Arctic

Winter Games

the one-hand reach title with is his
uncle, Irwin Elias, who set the mark
at the AWG in Whitehorse in 2000.
Jacobson said Elias took him aside
during a hockey tournament last
year to encourage him to beat the
record.

“It was something else, in a good
way,” Jacobson said. “It gave me
extra motivation.”

PROUD SUPPORTER

During training, Jacobson has
been able to comfortably reach as
high as five feet, nine inches.

When asked what it would be
like to officially break the record
in the territory where he was born
and raised, Jacobson was at a loss
for words.

“It’s just one of those unexplain-
able things.”
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Claus Andersen-Aagaard/Arctic Winter Games photo

Tristan Noel of Team Alberta North has her opponent from Nunavut in a tough spot during the 2016 Arctic Winter
Games wrestling competition.
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