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Arctic Winter Games begin with athletes’
arrival on Kenai Peninsula
By BRIAN KEITH
Ulu News

The Artic Winter Games
literally landed at Kenai early
Saturday morning as the first
in a long line of jumbo jets set
down at Kenai Municipal—
now International—Airport at
12:01 a.m. with the first
arrivals from Alberta North.
Every out-of-state athlete,
coach and interpreter landed
in Kenai with the exception of
the Sámi contingents, who
were bused from Anchorage.  

The size of aircraft and
volume of traffic portrayed
the size of the event itself.
Athletes arrived in an array of
airplanes, with the majority
on Boeing 737s, while the
Greenland contingent arrived
in a Boeing 757, and the
Russia/Yamal athletes landed
in smaller chartered aircraft.  

The size of the plane was
not an indication of the dis-
tance traversed by these ath-
letes: the Russia/Yamal team
traveled long and hard to
reach Alaska. Their itinerary
started in Salekhard, Russia,
which then took them to
Moscow, New York, Seattle,
Anchorage and finally Kenai.
The Northwest Territories
arrived on three separate
three and one-half hour

flights out of Yellow Knife,
their capital city.  

“Everybody here has just
been out of their minds help-
ing us,” said Doug
Rentmeister of the Northwest
Territories. Rentmeister
arrived early Saturday as part
of the administration team for
his delegation and has been
overseeing the arrival of par-
ticipants and athletes ever
since.  

“We have a lot of differ-
ent kids every year, but we
usually hold a strong rivalry
with Yukon and Alberta in
hockey.  Alaska and Nunavat
are usually very good com-
petitors as well,” said
Rentmeister.

The seven different par-
ticipating regions arrived in 19
different groups. Upon
arrival, guests were taken
through the Kenai Oper-
ations Center adjacent to the
airport.  The building, which
normally operates as a main-
tenance center for the air-
port, was reconfigured as a
customs processing area, and
was the arriving athletes’ first
step onto the Kenai
Peninsula.

After clearing customs,
the guests walked into the
large hanger decorated with
the word “Welcome” written

in each delegate’s native lan-
guage. The room was deco-
rated by Sears Elementary
children, under supervision
of the Welcome/Send off
committee.  

“When you walk in you’re
amazed that this big thing is
made possible by everyone in
the community, including the
children.” said committee
chairperson Nicole Popp.

Besides the welcoming
decorations and a cheery
smile from volunteers, guests
were treated to free popcorn,
soda and snacks.  There was
also a small booth where
postcards and global phone
cards could be purchased to
contact friends and family
back home.  After everyone
had disembarked and been
accounted for, team members
were handed a sports bag
filled with give-aways from
the community. Each sports
bag contained a sleeping bag,
a 30-minute long distance
phone card, as well as many
other gifts, including hand-
made “spirit bears” that had
been sewn by volunteers,
each one individual from the
rest.  As soon as the partici-
pants were handed their
sports bag they boarded one
of six buses commissioned to
drive the athletes to their des-

ignated “village.”
“Each village is organized

by event, rather than team.
So the kids from different
teams that share a sport will
get to meet each other,” said
Gary Stroh, who was helping
organize the athletes onto
their buses. “This gives them
a chance to make friends
within their sport.”

The activity taking place
over the weekend led to prac-
tice and warm up for some
teams early Sunday. The
opening ceremonies will take
at 6:30 p.m., Sunday, at the
Soldotna Sports Center, and
events will commence as
early as 8 a.m., Monday.  

The Games will run today
through Saturday across the
peninsula, bringing together
competitors from Alaska,
Canada, Greenland, Scan-
dinavia and Russia. Athletes
will compete in twenty differ-
ent sports and cultural events
are slated for each day. The
Games have been held every
two years since 1970, with the
2004 games in Alberta,
Canada. They’ve been in
Alaska four times, most
recently in Eagle River in 1996.
Organizers say the games are
not likely to come back to the
peninsula for another thirty
years.

VenuesVenuesVenuesVenuesVenuesEventEventEventEventEvent

ForecastForecastForecastForecastForecast
WeatherWeatherWeatherWeatherWeather

Mainly cloudy with snow showers

32/19

Girdwood
Alyeska Ski Resort

40 miles South of Anchorage along the
Turnagain Arm

Alpine Skiing
Snowboarding

Homer Ice Rink
Sterling Hwy to Homer Spit Road

Curling

Kenai Athletic Village
Kenai Central High (KCHS)

583 Kenai Spur Hwy

Inuit Games

Kenai Ice Rink
Behind Challenger Center

Hockey

Kenai Middle School
201 Tinker Lane

Gymnastics

Kenai Recreational Center
227 Caviar St.

Wrestling

Mountain View Elementary
315 Swires Rd

Dene Games

Seward
Seward High School

1600 Swetmann Rd. Just before the city of
Seward

Cultural Events

Skyview Athletic Village
Skyview High School
One mile South of Soldotna

Mile 98 on the Spur Hwy

Biathlon
Cross Country Skiing

Snowshoeing
Snowshoe Biathlon

Volleyball

Soldotna Athletic Village
Soldotna High School

425 W. Marydale

Indoor Soccer

Soldotna Middle School
426 W. Redoubt

Badminton

Soldotna Air Field
2 miles down Funny River Rd.

Dog Mushing

Soldotna Sports Center
538 Arena Ave off  Kalifornski Beach  Rd

Figure Skating
Hockey

Speedskating

Rebout Elementary
486 W. Redoubt St

Table Tennis

Kenai National Wildlife Refuge
1 Skii Road

(Frontage Rd. in front of Spenards, Soldotna)

Snowshoeing
Cook Inlet Academy
40610 Kaliforsnki Beach Rd.

Basketball
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Dancing to the 
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Team Alaska gets a special
welcoming surprise

Medical volunteers provide 24/7
care across the Peninsula
By ROBERT BELL
Ulu News

Arctic Winter Games
athletes can rest comfortably
knowing that a team of well-
trained medical profession-
als will be on-hand around
the clock in case they fall vic-
tim to an accident or illness.

“Starting yesterday,
we’ve had a group of volun-
teers around the clock 24
hours a day,” said Rebecca
Byerley, Medical Committee
Co-Chair. “That means we
have to have someone avail-
able at any time, any hour
during the day, and all night,”
said Byerley. A registered or
licensed medical profession-
al will assess ill or injured
athletes.

In addition to basic First-
Aid, athletes will receive
physical therapy. “Any taping
of joints will be handled by

coaches,” said Byerley.
At the venues, EMTs or

paramedics will attend to
any athlete who gets injured;
from there they will be trans-
ported to their accommoda-
tions, the Polyclinic at
Soldotna High School or the
hospital. There will be at
least two medical personnel
at each venue assisted by
security personnel. The ven-
ues will be staffed not only
during competition, but dur-
ing practices as well.
Equipment on hand will
include fifty-four gallon
totes containing supplies, as
well as an AED for every
venue, including the
Polyclinic.

The initial contact for
athletes visiting the
Polyclinic is Michelle Gage
who is in charge of the Data
Entry volunteers at the
Polyclinic. Once signed in,

athletes will be attended to
by a nurse, therapist or
physician. The majority of
the Polyclinic patients are
expected after an event has
ended and muscles begin to
ache. 

“Individuals who are
coming in for specific
screening tests, muscle
problems, aches, pains,
sprains, and strains can be
treated there, said Byerley.
“Hopefully treatment can
end at the Polyclinic.”

The Arctic Winter Games
medical volunteers gathered
at Soldotna Middle School
March 3 for their security
badges, deployment instruc-
tions and schedules during
the week of the games.
Schedules and contact infor-
mation is posted at the ven-
ues and in athlete accommo-
dations.

By KATIE WELLS
Ulu News

Hours of time, donations
from organizations across
the state, and volunteer
effort went into preparing
400 “goodie bags” for Team
Alaska’s at Kenai Peninsula
College.

The boxes of items
were brought to Kenai
Peninsula College last
Friday by members of the
Arctic Winter Games staff.
Some of the items includ-
ed: a pre-paid AT&T phone
card, an Arctic Winter
Games coloring book, sou-
venirs from the Alaska Sea
Life Center and much
more.  

KPC’s Student Services
division volunteered to
prepare the bags, accord-
ing to Bill Howell, Student

Services director.  The
group, and four members
of the local community,
spent about two hours
stuffing the gym bags.

“We were happy to
help with the games and
this gave us the opportuni-
ty to include a few KPC
items in them,” said Howell.
The college donated KPC
pens, lip balm, jar openers,
carabineers, and high-
lighters, along with the 2006
Spring schedule for classes
at the Kenai River Campus.
When the athletes arrived
at the college, they con-
sumed 93 pizzas and cases
of soda and water. After the
feed they were given their
bags of goodies and
reloaded onto the buses,
and made their way toward
in processing at the Kenai
Airport. 

Medical volunteers prepare for the arrival of Arctic Winter
Game Athletes

Photo By Robert Bell
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SUBS AFTER 4PM FOR
4

7 DAYS A WEEK!

FOOTLONGS
2 $899/

7SPECIALS7DAYS
$269 Sub of the Day

MON. . . . . . . .SAVORY TURKEY

                  BREAST & HAM
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                  BREAST

THURS. .  .  .ITALIAN BMT®

FRI. . . . . . . . . . .CLASSIC TUNA

SAT.. . . . . . . . .ROAST BEEF

SUN. . . . . . . . .OVEN ROASTED 

                 CHICKEN BREAST

SUNDAYALL DAY!

KENAI,  Next to Blockbuster  283-7720 •  K-BEACH,  Next to Healthy Changes  262-9103

SOLDOTNA,  Peninsula Center Mall  260-3057

HOMER,  East Pioneer Ave.  235-2782 •  HOMER  - Homer Spit, 4390 Spit Rd.  235-3770  $ DEBIT
 CARDS

Now Open at 7am for 
Breakfast or Lunch...OR BOTH!

Large 3-Topping Pizza

 $13.95
2 Large Pepperoni Pizzas

     $18.90

Grand BurritoGrand Burrito
Mexican Food • Pizza • Sandwiches • BurgersMexican Food • Pizza • Sandwiches • Burgers

Halibut Fish & Chips • Senior & Childrens MenuHalibut Fish & Chips • Senior & Childrens Menu

Fast Free
Delivery

 262-2228

Fast Free
Delivery

 With
  Coupon

 With
  Coupon

Open 7 Days a Week • #44096 Sterling Hwy • Soldotna • 262-2228

Photo By Katherine Wells

College Opens Doors to Free Internet Access for AWG Visitors

Kenai Peninsula College
has opened its doors to
Arctic Winter Games visitors
who want to access their
email accounts or surf the
Internet during the Games.

“With 6,000 visitors
expected, Internet connec-
tivity will be very much in
demand,” said Gary J. Turner,
college director, and AWG
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Committee member. “While
many with laptops will have
access to the web at their
hotels there will be many
that won’t have that luxury.
We can help satisfy that
demand,” he said.

The college will have 57
computer stations available
to the public and wireless
access for those that have
wireless-enabled laptops...at
no charge.

“The Pentium computers
we have will allow visitors to
get on the Internet at broad-
band speeds, plus each com-
puter has Windows XP
installed,” said Mark Jensen,
KPC Information Technology
supervisor. Due to limited
printers and costs, printing
will not be available at the
college; however, people will
be able to plug in their
“jump” or “flash” drives and
take their work with them
when they leave. 

Due to the expected
heavy usage, visitors will
need to sign in at Room 106A

in the Ward Building when
they arrive, and can use a
computer for one hour. If
they need more time, they
will need to vacate their
computer for other users
and sign up again.

Wireless Internet access
is available in the KPC
Student Commons and the
Brockel Building lobby. The
college’s wireless capability

is somewhat limited and can
accommodate about 20 peo-
ple at a time. If more than 20
are online, the service slows
to a crawl, said Jensen.
Visitors will not need to sign
up for this service, but their
laptops will need an installed
wireless card. Wireless
access will be available at the
same times as the computer
labs.

Printed by the
Peninsula Clarion
on behalf of the
Arctic Winter

Games.

Quality Outdoor 
Clothing And Gear

Best Selection: Hats, Gloves & Socks
Performance Long Underwear

Mi. 91.5 Sterling Hwy.
2.5 miles N. of Soldotna ‘Y’

NORDIC SKI RACE CENTER

The KPC computer
labs will be open the

following hours:

Sunday, March 5—4-9 pm

Monday, March 6—8 am-7 pm

Tuesday, March 7—8 am-7 pm

Wednesday, March 8—8 am-7 pm

Thursday, March 9—Noon-7 pm

Friday, March 10—Noon-7 pm

Saturday, March 10—Closed
Kenai Peninsula College students tested the internet connectivity at the local University
of Alaska Anchorage campus



Page 4
Sunday, March 5, 2006

2006 ARCTIC WINTER GAMES
www.awg2006.org

 Funnyy Riverr Rd,, 1/44 Milee fromm Soldotnaa Bridgee Lightt     262-4048

Alaskan Artists 
Pottery • Original Art 

Jewelry • Stained Glass
Art to Wear

Scarves • Hats • Vests 
Designer Baby Garments

Quality Yarn & Knitting Supplies  
Free Packaging for Mailing • Mon-Sat 10-6  Sun 12-5

Welcome all Arctic Winter Games
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Security at the Arctic Winter Games has involved various government agencies including the
FBI, Office of Homeland Security, and local Police Departments

Photo By Lee Johnson

Officials report no problems
with international arrivals

Games
security a
top priority

By ROBERT BELL
Ulu News

Security officials agreed
Saturday morning there had
been no real problems with
the arrival of international
flights at Kenai Municipal
Airport

“It’s been a very, very
smooth operation,” said Mike
Mitchell, supervisor for
Customs and Border Patrol
from Anchorage. “All the ath-
letes have been very cooper-
ative.”

Around midnight Friday,
March 3, the first internation-

al flights began arriving at
what is now Kenai
International Airport. The
flights were scheduled to
continue until around 5 a.m.,
Sunday. 

“No bad surprises, I think
we were well prepared. We
have a great working relation-
ship with all the different
agencies that are here and
good preplanning has paid
off,” said Mitchell. “We’ve got
the equipment we need, we
have the personnel we need,
and actually things are going
very, very well.”

Problems that were

expected had not surfaced by
mid-morning, resulting in
good attitudes by those
involved. “I was expecting a
few little hiccups here and
there, little problems, and I
haven’t seen anything yet,
said Kim Wannamaker, oper-
ations security chief from
Kenai. “It’s been great.”

These sentiments were
echoed by arriving passen-
gers.” It was good; like normal
customs I guess,” said
Yellowknife snowboarder
Bryn Livingstone. “It was
pretty average. It was well-
organized.”

By KELLIE MASSA
Ulu News

Security for the 2006
Arctic Winter Games has
been two years in the mak-
ing, involving the FBI,
Homeland Security and local
law enforcement. “The plan
has been set in motion and
we’re ready,” said John
Lucking, Jr., Soldotna chief of
police and Games security
co-chair. 

The FBI and Homeland
Security did a threat assess-
ment, which looks at any
inherent threat to an event
such as the Games, from a
local threat to an interna-
tional threat, Lucking said.
Patrols are being increased
with the help of extra troop-
ers from Anchorage. 

“There will be approxi-
mately 150 law enforcement
and 100 non-law enforce-
ment    volunteers for securi-
ty during the Games,” said
Lucking. Security personnel
and video surveillance will
be on-site 24 hours day at all
venues and housing loca-
tions for the athletes,
Lucking said. 

The Peninsula State

Troopers will work 12-hour
shifts with no days off during
the Games. Five troopers out
of Anchorage, plus a trooper
helicopter will be on the
Peninsula during the games,
according to the Soldotna
State Trooper Dispatch.

Athletes began arriving
at Kenai Airport on Friday at
midnight where a customs
area was setup and inter-
views were conducted.
Proper identification such as
passports and visas were
required for all entering the
U.S. at this temporary point-
of-entry. 

Once the games begin,
“should something occur
that the security of the
games needs to be
increased, the public can
expect the security chairs,
myself and Chief Lucking,
will clearly and safely explain
as best we can that there has
been a threat increase,” said
Chuck Kopp, Kenai chief of
police and Games security
co-chair.

“I am hoping for non-
eventful event, where securi-
ty is concerned,” said Kopp. 
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ASRC Energy Services, Inc. - a subsidiary of Arctic Slope Regional Corporation

Operations & Maintenance • Engineering & Technology • Pipeline, Power & Communications

3900 'C' Street, Suite 701, Anchorage, Alaska 99503 • Phone: 907.339.6200 • www.asrcenerg

Kenai Vision Center
Eye Exams • Eye Glasses • Contact Lenses
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Soldotna Sports Center Skaters practice for the performance
that will occur at the end of the Arctic Winter Games

Photo By Charlotte Nicolet

Soldotna Sports
Center Skaters
By CHARLOTTE NICOLET
Ulu News

The Arctic Winter Games
brings not only athletes from
the circumpolar north, but
also performers of all ages. 
One of the youngest is 5-year
old Reva Lovett of the
Soldotna Sports Center
Skaters. Lovett will be per-
forming as one of the go-go
dancers in an Austin Powers
production number sched-
uled for March 9 at the close of
the figure skating in the
Games. Lovett enjoys spirals
and has dreams of the
Olympics. When asked for
advice for aspiring skaters:
“Practice, practice, practice,”
she said. 

“Don’t skate so fast,” said
7-year old fellow skater
Savanna Stephens, who also

likes spirals. Siblings Shania
and Isaac Johnson, six- and
four-years old, have dreams of
Olympics and hockey. 

The skaters—about 30
girls and a few boys—will
return from weekend compe-
tition at the Wasilla Brett
Memorial Ice Arena in time for
the Opening Ceremonies of
the Games.

Following their March 9
performance, the group’s next
competition, “River Skate”
takes place April 1-2 at the
Soldotna Sports Center. They
will each have their own indi-
vidual areas of expertise for
competition as well as team
work. 

“I think it’s wonderful the
kids have an opportunity at
the Arctic Winter Games. It’s
all about the kids having fun,”
said Sheila Lovett, Reva’s mom. 

Local College Welcomes Team Alaska with Pizza Feed
By ROBERT BELL
Ulu News

Nine buses loaded with
Team Alaska athletes
descended on Kenai
Peninsula College Friday
night for pizza and drinks.
Sponsored by the college
and University of Alaska
Anchorage, the pizza was
furnished by Pizza Boys and
the drinks were donated by
Coca-Cola.

“Three hundred and
eighty one participants and
coaches, and about 75 family
members crowded the UAA
campus beginning at 8 p.m.,”
said Tim Dillon, general
manager for the Arctic
Winter Games.

Athletes from northern
Alaska started from
Fairbanks at 8 a.m. in four

buses and were joined by
five more buses in
Anchorage carrying athletes
from Southeast Alaska. Then
traveling together to
Soldotna they got to feast on
five different kinds of pizza,
and stretch their legs before
continuing to the Kenai
Airport for registration.

Upon entering the col-
lege many headed straight to
the lines waiting to use rest-
rooms, while others went
directly for the food. For
many, this was the first
chance they had to meet
other teammates they will
be competing with. 

After finishing their
pizza the athletes received a
gym bag stuffed with good-
ies from the Games and the
college then boarded the
buses again to head for the

Kenai Airport to receive their
credentials.

College officials had
ordered 120 pizzas and for
awhile feared that would not
be enough; however, many
of the athletes—like normal
teenagers—ate their way
down the highway. 

“We had 27 pizzas left
over and certainly didn’t
want them to go to waste,”
said Gary J. Turner, college
director. After numerous
calls, the assistant director of
the Kenai Peninsula Food
Bank was located and gra-
ciously accepted the large
donation. “The pizzas donat-
ed by the university not only
fed Team Alaska athletes, but
also will feed the hungry on
the Peninsula; it couldn’t
have worked out better,”said
Turner.

Visitors Center Hosts Cultural Events
By COURTNEY PROCTER
Ulu News

The Kenai Visitors and
Cultural Center is hosting a
variety of free events and
activities this week, cele-
brating the Arctic Winter
Games and life in the North.  

Events include films, lec-
tures, storytelling, perform-
ers, and a magic show. In
addition, the exhibit, pre-
sented by the Alaska State
Museum and curated by
George Smith, is open
throughout the month. It
represents a comprehensive
history of the Games, said
Natasha Ala, administrative
specialist for the Visitors
Center. 

According to Dana

Woodard, the Museum
Services Manager at the
Visitors Center, the activi-
ties mostly target families.
“We want to include things
kids can do, not just for
adults.” However, she is
hoping that “the athletes
will drop by on their off-
days and enjoy some cultur-
al activities.” Also, daily per-
formances from noon-1
p.m. coincide with lunch
breaks so people can come
in and watch the Chugiak
Swing Choir, or the Minot
Dancers, or one of the other
shows.

Woodard said mornings
will be filled with interpre-
tive lectures, such as “The
Liquid Natural Gas Magic
Show” put on by Conoco-

Philips, or storytelling, lan-
guage, and songs with the
Kenaitze Indian Tribe. Then,
from noon-1 p.m. will be
performers, and at 1 p.m.
the Kenai International Film
Festival begins.

The films celebrate
many aspects of Arctic life,
according to Woodard.
Among the films is To Play
the Games, a look at the tra-
dition and competition of
Alaska Native Games, as
well as several films examin-
ing Native life in the North.
Times of activities and
events vary from day to day,
so for information about
activities at the Kenai
Visitors and Cultural Center,
call 283-1991, or visit
www.visitkenai.com.
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We Gladly GoThe Distance
Official Sponsor Of The 2006 Arctic Winter Games

Wells Fargo is proud to present an event that brings so many people together in the spirit of fun and
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We wish good luck to all the participants and a good time to everyone.
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Native American Music
Award-Winning Group,
“Pamyua,” Performs at
Local College
By SUZIE KENDRICK

Kenai Peninsula College
hosted the musical group,
Pamyua, as a Showcase event
in celebration of the Arctic
Winter Games on Saturday.
This was the group’s first per-
formance on the Peninsula.

At the 45th Annual
Grammy Awards in March of
2003 the group was chosen to
represent Native American
music while their third
album, “Caught in the Act,”
won Record of the Year at the
2003 Native American Music
Awards.

Pamyua, which means
“encore” in Yup’ik, creates
music that is a mix of Inuit
and African rhythms. The
group was founded in Alaska

10 years ago by brothers
Stephen and Phillip
Blanchett, who are of Yup’ik
Inuit and African American
decent, as a way to share the
stories of their ancient cul-
tures. Together with Ossie
Kairaiuak, an Alaska Native
who grew up in Chefornak
performing in a traditional
Native dance troupe, the
group formed as a trio.
Kararina Moller, a
Greenlandic Inuit singer,
joined the group in 1996. The
quartet has since performed
across the United States and
in Europe, Asia and South
America as ambassadors of
modern Yup’ik culture. 

Their latest CD, “Drums
of the North,” was released in
2005. 

Ex-borough mayor Dale Bagley (right) and current borough mayor John
Williams (second from right) and other local designee’s cut ribbon to open
biathlon at Skyview High School.

Photo By Allan Rudisill

Tsalteshi trails await athletes

By ROBERT BELL
Ulu News

Groomed and in good
condition is how the expect-
ed 60 Arctic Winter Games
athletes for cross-country
skiing, the ski biathlon and
the snowshoe biathlon will
find the course.

The Tsalteshi trails,
where the three events will
take place, are located about
100 meters from the Skyview
High School parking lot and
have ample space for park-
ing and spectators.

On Friday, the trails
were open to the public.
Many local residents tested
the trail and range and
found them to their liking.

“It’s perfect right now,”

said Taylor Karnikis of
Kasilof. 

Karnikis, who is part of
Team Alaska and is partici-
pating in the ski biathlon,
said he does not expect the
conditions to change. 

The trails consist of five
interconnected loops that
total 15 kilometers in length
and share a common start
and finish. 

The biathlon shooting
range has 20 shooting sta-
tions with metal drop-down
targets, a lead collection sys-
tem to minimize environ-
mental impact and a 150-
meter penalty loop. 

“It’s better or as good as
any range I’ve been
through,” said Karnikis, who
has competed in the Games

before.
For biathlon events, the

area next to the firing range
will hold coaches and spec-
tators.

Training will be held
Sunday for cross-country
skiing and snowshoe
biathlon, with training on
Monday evening  for ski
biathlon, according to the
Arctic Winter Games sched-
ule. Competition begins on
Monday for cross county
skiing and snowshoe
biathlon, and Tuesday for ski
biathlon. 

The Tsalteshi Trail
Association is a volunteer
association that maintains
and grooms the trails year-
round.
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The play Adam & Eve will be performed by the Kenai
Performers during the week of the Arctic Winter Games

Photo By Lee Johnson

Adam and Eve in Kenai

By RAMON CARREON
Ulu News

Adam and Eve have arrived on
the Kenai Peninsula for the Arctic
Winter Games.

As part of the entertainment
events, the Kenai Performers new
production of “Adam and Eve
Through the Ages” will play
throughout the week at the Kenai
Performers Playhouse located
behind the Kenai Visitors and
Cultural Center.

“The play will run at 7 p.m.,
March 7, 8, 9, with an additional
performance scheduled at 3 p.m.
today.  This matinee performance
affords people the opportunity to
attend the play and also take in the
Games’ opening ceremonies at
6:30 p.m. the same evening.

“Adam and Eve Through the

Ages” is all about love and fun.
Andrew Essex plays the lead role
of Adam, and the lead female role
of Eve is played by Sarah Glaves.
Robert Peterson plays Herbert and
Cliff Brouchard and Mary Bailly
will perform the song “No Two
People Have Ever Been so in Love”
with Maria Allison as the accompa-
nist.

Director Carol Ford noted,
“The Tim Sturm Band will host a
concert and dance right after the
opening ceremonies at the Kenai
Performers’ Playhouse. This will be
a great opportunity for people
from the games to have fun,
dance, and meet people,” said
Ford.

Buy your tickets in advance at
the door, at River City Books in
Soldotna, or at Charlotte’s restau-
rant in Kenai and remember, “seat-
ing is limited.”

Packing sleeping bags that arrived late was just one task of thousands that Arctic Winter
Games volunteers performed

Photo By Merrill Sikorski

Behind-the-scenes unity and spirit
motivate Games organizers
By JANICE HIGH
Ulu News

Preparation for the
Arctic Winter Games took
on new urgency last week, as
organizers worked to meet
the last-minute needs of ath-
letes, guests, volunteers, and
media.  The staff at the
Games headquarters expect-
ed those challenges and
took them in stride.

“We all like working
together,” said Terri Nettles,
Games executive assistant,
“so it’s fun. We just won’t be
getting much sleep.”

Some of the challenges
were unexpected, such as
the news that the 2000 sleep-
ing bags and backpacks
ordered from China would
be arriving—but not until
April.  

“We ended up having to
find existing stock down in
the lower 48,” Said Bill Popp,
Games revenue develop-
ment director.  The bags
were ordered from mer-
chants in Utah and Kansas
and got here in less than five
days. “On top of that, they
were able to put logos on
the backpacks in less than 48
hours.”

It’s the spirit of coopera-
tion and determination that
keep the Game’s operation
on track, said Popp. Lynden
Transport took charge of
loading and delivering the
bags, with the help of Games
volunteers.

Another example of
unity, said Popp, was the
recent visit to the Games
headquarters by Alaska may-
ors Mark Begich of

Anchorage and Tim
Anderson of the Matanuska-
Susitna borough. 

“Their visit shows the
regional nature of the event
in term of the support we
have from the three major
municipalities in the area,
which represents 60 percent
of the state’s population,”
said Popp.

Both Anderson and
Begich will attend various
Games’ events throughout
the week. Begich has special
interest in alpine skiing and
snow boarding, since those
events will take place near
Anchorage, at the Alyeska
resort in Girdwood

“We’re just hoping the
weather holds. Skiing in
Girdwood with the sun out
and temperatures at about
17-25 degrees is awesome!”
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Local Organizations Make Arctic
Winter Games Green
By STAR MCGLASSON
Ulu News

Four organizations and
companies with a “green”
attitude are working togeth-
er to ensure the Arctic
Winter Games trash does
not wind up in the borough
landfill.

Green Star, ReGroup,
Alaska Waste, and the Kenai
Peninsula Borough have
joined forces in the fight
against waste so these
Games are Earth-friendly.
The mission of both Green
Star and Regroup is to
reduce waste not only on the
peninsula but also at the
Games, said Barbara
Maynard, Green Star coordi-
nator. 

“With an event as large
as the Arctic Winter Games,
we knew there would be a
lot of recyclable waste gen-
erated and we wanted to do
our part to reduce the bur-
den on the local landfill and
to steer valuable resources
toward a second useful life,”
said Maynard.

Both Green Star and
ReGroup, local non-profit
organizations, have provid-
ed recycling containers and
coordinated volunteers to
handle the recyclables dur-
ing the Games, said Cathy
Mayer, director of the Kenai
Peninsula Borough Solid
Waste. Mayer is actively
involved with Green Star and

ReGroup and is chair of recy-
clables for the Games.
Alaska Waste has donated
the use of cardboard con-
tainers and all recycling
hauling services, according
to Mayer.

The borough is an
important part of all of it,
said Mayer. They have donat-
ed the use of compartment-
ed roll-off containers and
borough landfill employees
will properly segregate recy-
clables, she said. “All items
will be recycled, saving
space in our landfill,” added
Mayer.

Additionally, members of
ReGroup and students at the
Alaska Christian College are

volunteering to empty the
containers of recyclables
every day at eight different
venues, said Maynard. 

“We will collect recy-
clables at Kenai Central High
School, Soldotna High
School, Redoubt Elementary,
Skyview High School and the
Soldotna Sports Center,” said
Maynard. Cardboard will
also be collected at
Mountain View Elementary.

When spectators and
athletes have pop bottles,
aluminum cans, and pro-
grams or other mixed paper
to discard, we hope they will
look for the recycling con-
tainers, said Maynard. “Think
before you throw.”

Photo By Star McGlasson

Kenai Peninsula Borough SW Director Cathy Mayer  recycles a
PET #1 drink container

Melted Ice Sculptures
By RHONDA LARSON
Ulu News

One lone ice sculpture
stands as the sentinel over the
remains of the Alaska State
Championship Ice Carving
Contest held during last month’s
Peninsula Winter Games (PWG).  

Visitors approaching the
Soldotna Sports Center for the
Arctic Winter Games opening cer-
emonies and events will see
blocks of ice scattered about. Like
the seahorse, these were works of
art that did not survive a warm,
rainy spell a few weeks ago. It was
hoped they would still be stand-
ing during the Games, but
Mother Nature did not cooperate.  

The sculptures included rep-
resentations of sea life, Darth
Vader, a praying mantis, and two
penguins sliding on ice.  The
carvers came from across Alaska
and as far away as Washington
State. Kenai Peninsula business
owners commissioned sculptures
of a dog sled team, polar bear and
leprechaun by local ice carver
Scott Hansen and their semi-melt-
ed remains can still be seen
around town.  

In 2001, ice carving became
an event for the PWG which is
similar to the Games as they
include Native Youth Olympic
demonstrations, dog-weight pull,
youth hockey tournament, snow-
boarding, junior sled dog race
and figure skating. The ice sculp-
tures were intended to do double

duty to share PWG with athletes
and visitors for the Games. 

At the Soldotna Visitors
Center, next to the bridge, stand
the remains of an Eskimo ice
sculpture.  The slowly dissolving
Eskimo, carved from ice cut from
a pond just a short distance from
the Arctic Winter Games head-
quarters by Soldotna Rotary Club
members, extends his welcome
albeit in less majestic form. The
Eskimo—hardy and proud like the
people of the North he repre-
sents—has shown strength in his
longevity unlike his fellow icy
works of art. 

Before it melts any further
visitors can take advantage of hav-
ing their picture taken with it as a
souvenir of their Games experi-
ence in Alaska.  

Photo By Rhonda Larson
Melting ice sculptures across the
Kenai Peninsulaare remnants of
the Peninsula Winter Games
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Arctic Winter Games Cauldron to
be lit Sunday night
By STAR MCGLASSON
Ulu News

The focal point of the
March 5 Opening
Ceremonies for the Arctic
Winter Games will be the
lighting of the cauldron. Its
flame will burn throughout
the week, as a symbol of
spirit of the Games.

“The mystery is ‘who is
going to light the torch,’”
said Max Fjelstad, cultural
and facilities manager for the
Games. So far that remains a
tightly guarded secret, to be
revealed at the very last
moment.

The stainless steel flame-
cupped cauldron stands

nearly nine feet tall and
weighs 1,100 pounds. It has
four human silhouettes as its
base, with a specially perfo-
rated mounted cap on top to
protect its flame from Arctic
winds.

After the Opening
Ceremonies, the cauldron
will be on display outside
the Sports Center through-
out the Games. 
The flame will be extin-
guished during the March 11
closing ceremonies. The
cauldron will then be placed
at the borough building, to
become a permanent post-
Game monument.  

The initial design was
created by Kenai Central

High School graduate
Dustin Moore, currently a
student at Washington State
University. Turning the
design into reality was the
job of the Dowland-Bach
company of Anchorage,
who volunteered the mate-
rials and their fabrication

expertise as a donation to
the Games and the
Peninsula community.  

Ten mini-cauldron repli-
cas were also fabricated and
donated by Dowland-Bach
to be presented as a legacy
memento to participating
municipalities.
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